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INTRODUCTION
In the course of research on the Seminole Wars, a great deal of information can be found that has
not seen the light of day for a century or two. While probing the records in an effort to recreate this
period of Florida’s past in all its glory and shame, searching for clarification about an individual or a
particular event, it is both rewarding and frustrating to find tantalizing hints of other information relating
to the search, information that is pertinent to the subject but the very existence of which was unknown.
Frustrating because following every lead would take a lifetime, yet there is no way of knowing where the
trails might lead, what treasures of information might be found.
As a case in point, this writer, searching the letter book of Captain Francis Belton (in command at Ft.
Brooke in December, 1835) for the specific order that sent Major Dade on his doomed march,
found a letter from Belton to General Clinch written at 9:00 A.M. on the 23rd, “...two companies have
been put in motion this morning at reveille under the command of Bt. Maj. Dade...” Further along he
added, “I have just employed and sent an Interpreter to the Detachment.” In the immediate aftermath of
the destruction of Dade’s command and until his death sixty years later, the interpreter, Luis Pacheco,
denied the charge that he had been a “Guide” and had led Dade’s command into ambush. The
attempt to exculpate the military and the government of responsibility for the disaster by blaming
Pacheco has become a part of the history of the battle and is repeated still. The serendipitous
discovery of Belton’s letter should put this false charge to rest.
Letter-books, quartermaster and weather records, post returns, diaries, etc. of the period are not
readily available and rarely published. The Seminole Wars Historic Foundation is beginning a Pamphlet
Series to bring such items to light and send the pamphlets as a benefit of membership.
In addition to providing our members with hitherto unpublished nuggets of Seminole Wars history,
we will alternate the publications with sometimes out-of-print, sometimes newly written articles bearing
on the Wars. This first issue presents Alcione Amos’s new and previously unpublished work, The Life of
Luis Fatio Pacheco, a biography of the slave, the man.
Frank Laumer, Editor

ALCIONE M. AMOS
Alcione M. Amos is a Brazilian national who has been living and working in the United States for
the last 33 years. Her interest in the Black Seminoles started in the late 1970s when she did research for
a monograph on black troops in the West. She co-edited a book on their history, The Black Seminoles
(University of Florida Press, 1996).
In researching Black Seminole history she came across the tragic history of Luis Pacheco, a Spanish
black slave in Florida who became embroiled in the Second Seminole War and ended up as a slave in
Texas. This is his story.
Another historical interest of Ms. Amos is the Brazilian freed slaves who returned to West Africa in the
19th century to form very successful communities that still survive. She has published on this subject in
France, Ghana and Brazil.
Ms. Amos holds a MSLS from the Catholic University of Washington, D.C. and a BA from the
Faculdade de Filosofia, Ciencias e Letras de Belo Horizonte.

THE SEMINOLE WARS FOUNDATION
The Seminole Wars Foundation was founded in 1992 with the goal of preserving sites significant
to the Seminole Wars, establishing educational programs to disseminate information about the wars,
and to publish books and other matter pertaining to these important but little understood conflicts.
To that end, the Foundation has published seven books, several pamphlets, and its members
have given numerous talks throughout the state. The Foundation has also preserved the site of Fort
Dade, and been instrumental in the preservation of the sites of Camp Izard and Fort King.

THE LIFE OF LUIS FATIO PACHECO
When the Second Seminole War exploded in 1835, several hundred blacks lived among the
Seminole Indians in Florida. They had either been acquired by the Indians as slaves or had runway from
Georgia and South Carolina and voluntarily joined the tribe. Among the Seminoles they had lived a
quasi-free existence and exerted a certain level of influence over the tribal leadership. Throughout the
first two years of the war blacks fought, side by side, with the Indians in a futile attempt to stave off removal
to Indian Territory. At the time the removal was halted, in 1858, at the end of the Third Seminole War,
about 500 blacks had been sent West along with the Indians.1
Among these hundreds of blacks, at least one man was erroneously identified as a Black
Seminole and was removed with the others to the Indian Territory. He was Luis Fatio Pacheco, who
had been hired to serve as interpreter for the ill-fated command of Major Francis L. Dade, which was
decimated by the Seminoles at the onset of the war. Luis was one of the three survivors of the detachment
and the one to live the longest. This article tells the story of his life and attempts to show that he was
neither the hero nor the traitor that some historians tried to make of him, but simply a victim of
circumstances.2
Luis Pacheco was born a slave on December 26, 1800 in New Switzerland, the plantation belonging
to Francis Philip Fatio, Sr., located on the margins of the St. Johns River in Spanish Florida. Fatio,
who was originally from Switzerland, had arrived in Florida in 1771 during the British occupation
(1763-1783).3 Luis’ parents were said to have been “descendants of pure-blooded Negroes, born in
Africa.” His father, Adam, “was a carpenter, boat builder, and driver ... [he was also] remarkably intelligent
and ambitious....”4
Luis most likely passed the first eleven and a half years of his life at New Switzerland, growing up
with some privileges because of his father’s position as a skilled slave. It must have been at this time that
he started learning how to read and write and began acquiring knowledge of French, Spanish and
English, which he knew how to speak as an adult. He learned the Seminole language from a brother who
had been stolen by the Indians and later returned to the plantation. In 1811, his owner Francis Fatio, Sr.
died and Luis and his father Adam (and most likely other members of their family), were inherited by
Francis Philip Fatio, Jr.5
In 1812 the life of the Fatio family, and by extension that of its slaves, was to be drastically changed
when on August 13lh the New Switzerland plantation was burned down by the Seminoles. The Indians were
enraged by the assistance that the planters along the St. Johns River were giving to a group of
Americans, called “Patriots,” who were attempting to annex Florida to the United States. The Fatio family
fled the plantation by boat with the help of two slaves, Dublin and Scipio.6
Although it is impossible to reconstruct what happened to Luis during the next decade we know that
the family of Francis Fatio, Jr. moved several times and endured much misadventure before finally
settling at a plantation called San Pablo around 1818. From San Pablo, Francis Fatio Jr. organized a private
mail route which ran the mail between St. Augustine and St. Mary’s in Georgia, passing through the San
Pablo plantation and Fernandina. In 1821 Luis was being used as one of the couriers delivering the mail
by boat. This mail route was discontinued when the United States took possession of Florida that same
year.7
In later years Luis was described as being of “a roving disposition that hated restraint.” But if his
statement that he was delivering the mail for his master in 1821 is to be believed, he was actually a
trusted slave who had been given a responsible job which demanded that he travel constantly. Luis was
said to have married early in his life a woman who had been the property of Ramon Sanchez of St.
Augustine, but had been able to buy her freedom for 300 pesos. Ramon Sanchez was also the agent for the
Fatio family who, in 1821, had been in charge of returning all of the Fatio slaves to New Switzerland
after the United States took over Florida. Most likely it was at that time that Luis, not being able to visit

his wife often, began to leave the plantation without permission to visit her. Another plausible reason for his
restlessness could be that after having had the relatively interesting job of mail courier, Luis might have had
trouble accepting the constraints of plantation life.8
According to Luis’ recollections many years later, he “...was caused to run away [in 1824] by action
of [his] ... young master, Lewis...”, the oldest son of Francis Fatio Jr.”9 Whatever happened between
Luis and Lewis Fatio was serious enough to make the slave run to a place that was far from the New
Switzerland plantation. He fled to the so-called “Spanish fisheries” of the Gulf Coast of Florida near
Charlotte Harbor.10
For more than thirty years, Cuban fishermen, who employed Seminole men and intermarried with
Seminole women, had occupied the fisheries. Luis’ knowledge of Spanish and the Seminole language
made his choice of haven wise since he would not have a problem in communicating with his new
acquaintances. He also might have hoped to be carried away to Cuba by one of the fishing vessels as
other fugitive slaves were doing. Under Spain’s more lenient slave laws he might have had a chance of
obtaining his freedom.11

Picture of Fort Brooke around the time when Luis Pacheco lived there
From the diary of Lieutenant Henry Prince, courtesy Frank Laumer.

Whatever hopes Luis had entertained when he ran away to the Spanish fisheries came to naught. By
early 1825 the fisheries had come to the attention of the American military. In November of that year
Colonel George M. Brooke, commanding Fort Brooke on Tampa Bay, sent patrols to the area because he
was concerned about the “... intercourse Existing [sic] between ...” those he considered “ foreigners at heart
and Indians.” It must have been one of these patrols that captured Luis and returned him to Fort Brooke.12
At his own request Luis was sold to Colonel Brooke, who would have use for a “good-looking,
intelligent [slave who could] ... read and write,” spoke “four languages,” and was also a carpenter by
trade. Luis’ abilities seemed to have been continuously appreciated by Fort Brooke commanders. When
Colonel Brooke left in 1829 Luis was sold to Brevet Brigadier General Duncan L. Clinch who took
command of Fort Brooke in November of that year. In 1831 Luis became the slave of Brevet
Major James S. McIntosh, the next officer to take command of the fort.13
McIntosh in 1832 sold Luis to Antonio Pacheco, a Cuban who owned a trading post in
Sarasota. Pacheco had been one of the inhabitants of the Spanish fisheries since 1813, thus most
likely he was acquainted with Luis. Pacheco, who was illiterate, must have felt that the acquisition
of an educated black man who spoke several languages and could read and write would be
advantageous for his business in Sarasota. When Pacheco died sometime after November of 1834,
Luis became the property of his widow, Mrs. Quintina Pacheco.14
Luis was now a man in his thirties who had for some time proved to be a reliable slave and showed
no signs of the wandering traits that had been attributed to him in his youth. In December of 1835 a
detachment of troops was being sent from Fort Brooke to Fort King under the command of Major
Francis L. Dade, in anticipation of an outbreak of war with the Seminoles. The commanding officer of
the Fort, Captain Francis S. Belton decided to hire Luis as an interpreter to accompany the detachment. 15
Belton directed Captain John C. Casey, who was acting assistant quartermaster at the fort, to negotiate with
the executor of the Pacheco estate, William Bunce, to hire Luis for $25 a month.16
On December 28,1835, six days after departing Fort Brooke, ninety-eight soldiers and eight officers of
Dade’s command were killed by Seminole Indians.17 Luis Pacheco’s role in the destruction of the
detachment was controversial. Did he inform the Seminoles of the eminent departure of Dade’s
detachment from Fort Brooke, giving them time to lay an ambush? His contemporaries believed so.
General Thomas S. Jesup, one of the commanders during the war in Florida, declared that “The
evidence, was almost conclusive that ... [Luis] had been in constant communication with the Indians
from the time the [Dade] command marched from Tampa Bay to that of its defeat...” Jesup never
explained what kind of evidence he had received on the case. Later day historians, such as Mrs. Minnie
Moore-Willson who later in the 19th century wrote about the Seminoles, also believed that Luis had
betrayed Dade.18
The historical fact is that Luis did not know he was going to be an interpreter for the Dade command
until after the command had left Fort Brooke. He was actually hired by Lieutenant Casey “after the
command had started ...” its march. He left Fort Brooke around 9:00 a.m. on the 23rd of December, some
two and a half hours after the detachment had departed. He was going to take the place of the
interpreter originally assigned to accompany the detachment, a young white man named Stafford who
knew how to speak the Seminole language but not as well as Luis did. Consequently Luis could not
have advised the Seminoles of the command’s departure.19
Alligator, a Seminole chief who participated in the attack, declared in 1838 that “the Negroes” at
Fort Brooke had advised the Indians that the Army was preparing to march. He must have been
referring to the black slaves at the fort and not to Luis, who lived in Sarasota, some miles away.20
Furthermore, there is no indication that Luis identified himself with the Seminole cause. During most of
his life he had been the slave of Spanish subjects and as a matter of fact had identified himself as
“Spanish property” when captured by the Indians after the Dade battle. The Seminoles he was
acquainted with at the time, the ones who lived at the Spanish fisheries, had been separated from the

tribe for quite awhile and were not part of the fighting.21
As for General Jesup’s assertion that Luis was “... in constant communication with the Indians from
the time the [Dade] command marched from Tampa Bay...” Alligator declared in his 1838 account of
the events that “[Seminole] scouts were out from the time the soldiers left the post, and reported each night
their place of encampment.” If that was the case, there was no need for Luis to give them any
information on the whereabouts of the troops. The available historical evidence indicates that he did not,
and few current historians believe he was party to the ambush of Dade’s command.22
Luis, according to his own statement, was saved from death during the battle, because he could speak
the Seminole language and could plead with the attackers for his life with the argument that he “was a
slave and was doing as ... [he] was bidden.” After being threatened several times with death, Luis was
taken prisoner by the Seminoles and lived with them for almost two years. He once tried to escape by
canoe but was captured and taken back. Again he escaped and, on September 4th 1837, turned himself in
at Fort Peyton, near St. Augustine. He was one of many blacks belonging to whites who surrendered
themselves at that time. He identified himself to the military authorities and indicated that he belonged
to Mrs. Quintina Pacheco.23
William Bunce, executor of Antonio Pacheco’s estate, immediately tried to take possession of
him. General Jesup did not even entertain the possibility. At first, upon learning that Luis had turned
himself in, Jesup had wanted to try him for his perceived role in helping in the destruction of Dade’s
command. Fortunately for Luis, the general was extremely busy at that time attempting to get several
Seminole chiefs to surrender, so he decided to send Luis out west. Jesup had also been concerned that
William Bunce intended to send Luis to Cuba, where Mrs. Pacheco was living. Jesup believed that the
Cubans were aiding the Seminoles in their fight against the whites. In his view if Luis was sent there he
would be “... immediately employed against the [Americans] ...”24
Consequently, after being held in confinement at Fort Brooke, Luis joined the thousands of
Indians and blacks transported to Tampa Bay from other points in Florida and from there to New
Orleans in the early months of 1838. By May 1, more than 1,600 people were awaiting
transportation to Indian Territory, many of them in poor health.25
At some point in the process of being shipped to the Indian Territory, Luis had inquired from
the officer in charge of the removal, Lieutenant John G. Reynolds (Luis years later remembered his
name as Runnels), if he was being transported as “Indian property.” The answer had been “... no ...
you are free.” But whatever opinion Lieutenant Reynolds had about Luis’ status; it did not help him
when he was sucked into the vortex of the claims that were being advanced against the Black
Seminoles by Creek Indians and private citizens alike.26
General Jesup, believing the war would not end while the Black Seminoles remained in Florida
fighting alongside the Indians, had used conflicting policies to separate the two groups. He had
offered the Black Seminoles a promise that those blacks that surrendered would be free. To the
soldiers fighting the Seminoles, including a Creek contingent, Jesup had proclaimed that those blacks
that had been captured would become property of the captors. Jesup believed that fear of capture by
the Creek Indians or the white militia, versus the possibility of gaining freedom, would propel the
Black Seminoles to surrender more promptly.27
Thus, some of the Black Seminoles assembled in New Orleans were being claimed as war
prisoners by the Creek contingent that had fought in Florida. Jesup, in an attempt to solve the
problem that he himself had created, tried to buy the blacks back from the Creeks for $8,000. The
Creeks did not accept the offer and promptly sold their interest in the Black Seminoles to a white
man. Luis was being claimed as part of this group despite the fact that he had surrendered himself.28
On the other hand, Luis was also claimed as the property of a white man named Hugh Love
from Georgia. Love was deceased, but his heirs stated that Luis and several other Black Seminoles
had been bought years before from a Creek woman named Gray. It is very possible that Luis’ good

appearance and well-known abilities, attributes that made him a very valuable slave, were making
him the target of the claimants.29
Though these claims were in general considered fraudulent and in the case of Luis, devoid of any
merit, he and 31 other Black Seminoles were jailed for one month awaiting the outcome of a suit filed
in court in New Orleans.30 Finally released, Luis arrived in Indian Territory on August 5, 1838. It had been
almost a year since he had surrendered himself at Fort Peyton in Florida and more than two and a half
years after he had been hired as an interpreter to the ill-fated Dade command. Luis was now listed as
“said to be free.”31
Ten years later, in 1848, Luis was included in a list of Black Seminoles who claimed to be free
because they had surrendered in Florida to the American troops. It is possible that when he was in
New Orleans, Luis had become acquainted with Micanopy, the principal Seminole chief, because
now Micanopy appeared as his original owner. Luis was living on the Little River settlement in Indian
Territory on land that had been allotted to the Seminoles by a treaty in 1845 that gave them some
autonomy from the Creeks.32 Previously Luis had appeared in the official lists as being the property of
Mrs. Pacheco and later as a free person, but he now appeared as a full-fledged Black Seminole under
the ownership of a Seminole chief. This new status would have startling consequences for his future.
As Luis was struggling to adapt to his new environment in Indian Territory, Mrs. Quintina
Pacheco was trying to obtain compensation from the American government for the loss of her
property. Mrs. Pacheco had conveyed to Joseph Elzaurdi a power of attorney on August 5, 1839 in
Havana, empowering him to claim compensation for the losses her husband’s estate had suffered due to
the war in Florida. Those losses included Luis.
Elzaurdi wrote a petition to Charles Downing, Florida’s delegate to Congress on November 9,
1839. The petition was presented to Congress on February 6, 1840 and eventually forwarded to the
Committee of Claims in January of 1841. This was the beginning of an unsuccessful claim process which
would continue for ten years.33
After the initial petitions, a bill was finally introduced to the House in the 2nd session of the 27th
Congress on April 1st 1842 by the Committee of Claims. The bill asked for “relief of the petitioner” in
the amount of one thousand two hundred dollars. Nothing came of this attempt. A second bill introduced
in 1844 was also unsuccessful ,34
Four years later, in 1848, another bill, introduced to the 30th Congress and again favoring Mrs.
Pacheco’s claim, would be successful. Unbeknownst to Luis, this attempt to obtain compensation for
his loss as a slave, would make him a cause celebré of abolitionists in Congress. While a majority of the
House Committee on Military Affairs agreed to recommend that Mrs. Pacheco be reimbursed for the
loss of Luis, anti-slavery members of the Committee hastily drew up a minority report opposing the
compensation, on grounds that when Luis “... joined the enemy ... his master, the government, and the
laws of Florida lost their control over him. He then became free.” This instance, according to antislavery Congressman Joshua R. Giddings, was the first time that “a minority report from any
committee” had been written “against slavery.”35
After protracted discussions and parliamentary maneuvering that included the counting and
recounting of votes, the bill finally passed the House on January 19, 1849, by a margin of 5 votes (98 yes
and 93 no) with Congressman Abraham Lincoln voting against the bill. Before the bill was approved,
Congressman Giddings had the opportunity to deliver two fiery speeches on the subject of slavery.
The bill, which made provision to pay $1,000 for Luis, was never brought for discussion in the Senate
and Mrs. Pacheco never received the money. A final attempt was made to pay Mrs. Pacheco for her loss in
January of 1850. Her petition was again presented to the House by the Committee of Military Affairs. A
bill was introduced on February 6, 1851, but nothing came of it.36
Years later Luis described his years in Indian Territory in very simple terms: “I lived with them
[the Seminoles] ... until ... I was purchased of the Indians by Marcellus Duval, the agent there on Indian

Affairs, ...” The Black Seminoles of the Little River communities were in constant upheaval over the
effort of assorted people (white men, including Marcellus Duval and his brothers, in addition to
Cherokee and Creek Indians and mixed-bloods) to acquire, either lawfully or unlawfully, the titles to as
many blacks as possible. Micanopy, under whose protection Luis apparently had placed himself, was
growing feeble and although retaining his title as head chief, was no longer an active player in the
Seminole leadership.37
In 1845, in response to rampant attempts to kidnap them for sale outside the Territory, several
Black Seminoles who had claimed freedom under General Jesup’s proclamation in Florida sought refuge
behind the walls of Fort Gibson. There, sixty or seventy of the men helped build some of the new fort
structures. The situation of the Black Seminoles claiming to be free was finally settled in 1848 when the
U.S. Attorney General declared that Jesup’s proclamation was not legal and that the blacks should be
returned to the Seminoles. In December of 1848 when the return of the blacks should take place,
Micanopy died, thus making his slaves, among then Luis, entirely vulnerable to speculators.38
While attempting to get hold of the Black Seminoles who claimed to be free under Jesup’s
proclamation, the Seminole Indians had provided attorney William J. Duval, brother of Marcellus Duval,
with a power of attorney to act on their behalf. Although the power of attorney did not stipulate how
much the lawyer should be paid for his services, the Duval brothers believed that they had the right of
ownership over one-fourth to one-third of the Black Seminoles.
Despite Marcellus Duval’s attempts to obtain the blacks in 1848 while they were under military
protection, and again in 1849 after they had moved to the Seminole Nation, he was not able to get them
until 1850. In June of that year he arrived in the vicinity of Wewoka, a black settlement on the Little
River, with a party of Creek and Cherokee Indians and a group of white men, including his brother Gabriel
from Alabama who was representing the interests of William who had died the previous year. The group
captured those blacks that they considered their property. One hundred and eighty blacks were seized at
the time and distributed among the various claimants.39
Luis seems to have escaped this dragnet. In July Marcellus Duval attempted to capture him while he
was working at Fort Smith, Arkansas. He had been working there for a year as a free man along with
August, a famous Black Seminole chief in Florida, and Primus, who had served as an interpreter during
the war. General Jesup had promised both men their freedom. Luis left the safety of the fort and
returned to the Seminole reservation.40
Luis must have been caught by Marcellus shortly thereafter because many years later he
remembered being “purchased ... for $50 [along] with 30 others [and being] ... moved ... to Van
Buren, Arkansas.” William Duval had owned a plantation near Van Buren and apparently Marcellus
and Gabriel Duval had moved Luis and his unfortunate companions there sometime after the summer of
1850. In 1853 an Army officer indicated that Marcellus had been holding a large number of Black
Seminoles at the Van Buren plantation who claimed to be free.41 Luis’ life had gone full circle. He was a
plantation slave again but this time under even more harrowing circumstances.
Marcellus Duval, nemesis of the Black Seminoles, did not stop at seizing the blacks he could catch
in Indian Territory. He also relentlessly pursued those who escaped and made their way to Mexico.
Beginning in the fall of 1849, hundreds of Black Seminoles had made the arduous trip, facing untold
hardships, including being captured and tortured by Plains’ Indians, in order to reach Mexico and
freedom. In Mexico their families could be safe and the men could find employment as frontier
troops.42
In order to try to catch the Black Seminoles who had found sanctuary in Mexico, Duval made
contact with American military officers, slave catchers and even Texas’ Governor Peter H. Bell. Duval
spent so much time in Texas on this endeavor, which seems to have become an obsession with him,
that he was eventually fired from his post as Seminole Indian agent in November of 1852.43
After his dismissal as Indian Agent, Duval moved to Austin where he was well connected, having

been related to the wife of Texas’ Attorney General George Washington Paschal. Duval had been
bringing slaves into Texas from the South before his dismissal from his agent’s job. He moved Luis and
about 30 other Black Seminoles from the Van Buren plantation to Travis County where Austin is
located.44
On November 16, 1853, Duval registered his brand in the First Book of Marks and Brands in the
Travis County Clerk’s Office. By then he was most likely already settled as a plantation owner near
Austin on the west side of the Colorado River. Nevertheless, Duval’s new life did not last long. He died
of unknown causes at his home on November 6, 1855.45
Luis remained in Travis County after Duval’s death. Ten years later he must have celebrated, along with
other men and women who had been held in bondage, when freedom finally came in 1865. Two years
later came the right, at least temporarily, to vote. The Reconstruction Act of March 13, 1867 had
included the requirement that regional military commanders in the post-Civil War occupied South
register those who were eligible to vote. In this category were included white and black men at least 21
years old who were loyal to the Union. Over 140,000 men registered to vote in Texas between 1867
and 1869. Among them was Luis Pacheco.
These voting registration records were among the first official records “to include a last name for men
who, as slaves, generally had but a first name.” Luis had to make a decision on which surname he was
going to adopt in his new life as a free man. He decided that he would be known as “Lewis Fatio,” and
under that name he was registered to vote in Travis County on August 5, 1867.46
What happened to Luis during the decade or so is unknown. Efforts to locate him in the 1870 and
1880 censuses of Travis County have not been successful. Nevertheless around 1880 Luis gave an
interview to the Austin Commercial Journal in which he told the story of his life. The interview was picked
up for reprint by several newspapers in Florida. It appeared in the Tampa Sunland Tribune on May 6,
1880, the Bartow Informant on August 25, 1881 and the Gainesville Weekly Sun and Bee on September 8,
1881.47
In 1882, the 82nd year of his life, Luis Pacheco made his way back to Florida and located the daughter
of his former master, Mrs. Susan Philippa Fatio L’Engle who was living in Jacksonville. Almost sixty
years had passed since Luis had fled the Fatio plantation, but he was able to convince her of the veracity
of his identity, perhaps by mentioning his work as courier to her father or other facts that were not
widely known. Mrs. L’Engle seems to have helped him during the last years of his life.48
In his old age, Luis was concerned with setting the record straight. He wanted the world to know
that he had not led the Dade command into an ambush. In 1892 he and Mrs. L’Engle gave an interview
to the Florida Times Union and he stated that he had “been anxious to have his history written and to
correct the accusation of treachery which has lived so long.” Although an old man, Luis still cut an
impressive figure and the journalist observed that “his remarkable alertness and compact frame ... [is
evidence] ... of what was once almost a giant’s strength.” Luis’ assertion that he had not betrayed Dade
seemed credible to the journalist.49
An artist was commissioned to draw Luis’ picture to illustrate the article. He appears in a dignified
stance, well dressed in a suit and tie. But despite the goodwill evident from the tone of the author of the
article, Luis’ story elicited the wrath of at least one reader. On November 21, 1892 a rebuttal article
appeared in the Florida Times Union authored by George R. Fairbanks, “Florida’s pre-eminent
nineteenth-century historian.” Fairbanks refuted Luis’ assertions that he was not guilty of betraying
Dade’s command by referring to historical documentation and published works and by stating that Luis’
recollections were a “garrulous and probably made up story of an old negro.”50
Despite the controversy, after his interview Luis seemed to have come to peace with himself and the
world. During the last years of his life his “thoughts were fixed on the beyond” and “he did not care to
live now as he had set himself right before the world.” He died on January 6, 1895 of “senility.”51
As a sign of the high esteem in which he was held by the white community of Jacksonville, either

because of the support provided by Mrs. L’Engle or because he had been a living symbol of a bygone era,
Luis was attended in his last illness by a white doctor of Spanish origin, Dr. John D. Fernandez, who
signed his death certificate. He was also buried by a white undertaker, and his funeral was attended by
“many representatives of the old families of Jacksonville.” Luis was buried at Magnolia Springs
Cemetery located on the opposite margin of the St. Johns’ River, a few miles from New Switzerland
where he had been born 94 years earlier.52
Thus was the last chapter of the Dade battle and of Luis Pacheco’s life written. Only three other
men from the Dade Command had survived the ambush, and all had long been dead. Luis had been the
only one of the players in the deadly event to endure for a lifetime the effects of having been connected to
it. One can only speculate that with his intelligence and physical presence, he could have lived a happier
and more productive life after being removed from Florida to the Indian Territory and acquiring the
identity of a Black Seminole.53 As it was, he lost all chance of controlling his destiny when he became
the target of an unscrupulous slave trader who operated under the guise of Indian Agent. By the time
Luis was freed in 1865, it was too late for him to restructure his life; he had even lost the ability to write.
Thus his life had ended as it had begun, back in Florida as a dependent of the Fatio family. Amazingly,
Luis had not been destroyed by adversity. He had learned to live with it, and had ended his life with
dignity.
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